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me T2 through the Me lium of the Heufe of
s. We trudted our Reprefentatives with Pri-
-thcir- own Defencerrut ours. - We'canndt

duce the A'zument concerning Piivilége to a inere
Quetbion ¢f Convenience ; that I deny at one Mom¢nt
what L wen d a8low at anctier; and that to refift the
Power of a proftituted Hou'e ¢t Commens, may efta.
bih a Precedant injusicus to all tutare Fariaments.
Tothis Lanfiuer generaly, thit human Affairs are in
no Inttance goverved by thict pofitive Right. It
Chaunze of Circumrffances were to have no Weight 1n
direéting our Cenduct and Opinions, the mutual In-
teiccurte cf Minkind would be nothing more than a
Contertion betwesn pofitive and equitable Rizht.  So-
ciety wevld be a Stvte of War, acd Law itfelt would
be Injutiice. On this general Gicund, it is highly
yeatunable, thot the Degiee of cur Suhmiffion to Pri-
viieges, which have never been defined by any pefinive
an\g, thould beconfidered as a Quettivn ot Convenierce,
and proportioned to the Co: fidence we repofe m the
Integrity of our Reprefentatives,  Asto the Injory we
wmay do to any future and more reip:¢table Houf: ot
Commons, [ own [ am not now fanguine enuughpw
expect a mere plentitul Harvstt ot parhamentary Vir-
tue in one Year than another. Our poiitical Cinmnate
is feverely atered; and without dweliing upon ll:c
Depravity ot modern Times, I think no reafonable
Plan will exocéE thar, as human Nature is corftituted,
the enormous Irfluence of the Crown fhould ceafe to
prevail over the Virtue of Individuale.  The Mifcliief
lies too deep 1o be cured by any Remedy lefs than' fcme
great Cenvuition, whieh may either carry back tre
Coudt tution to ite original Principles, or utterly de-
ftrey it. I do rotdoubt that, in the firft Seilion afier
the next K eltion, fome popular Meafures may be
adepr=d. The prefent Houfs of Commons have injured
thomifilves by a too early and publick Profsffion of
then Pii-dples; and if a Stiain of Preftitution, which
had no Ex mple, were within the Reach of Emulaticn,
it mig't be imprudent to h2zard the Experiment too
foon.  Bur afterall, Sir, it is very immaterial whether
a H ute of Commons fhall pietesve their Virtue for a
Week, a Month, or a Year. The Irfluence, which
makes a feptennial Pailiament dependent upon the
Pleafure of the Crewn, has a permanent Operation,
ard carrot fail of Succefs, My Piemifes, I know,
will be denied in Argument, but every Man’s Con-
fcience tells him they are true. It remains then to be
confiderea, whether it be tfor the Interctt of the People
that Privilege of Parliamert (which, in refpect to the
Purpotes fer which it has hitheirto hzen acq iefeed un.
der, is merely nomina.) fhouid be contralted within
fome certain Limits, or whethier the Subjeét fhail be
teft at the Mercy of a Pewer, arbitrary upon the Face
of it, and nectoriotfly under the Direltion of the Crown.
I co not mean to decline the Queflion of Right. On
the Cortrary, Str, I join Itlue with the Advecates tor
Privitege, and uffirm, that, ¢ excepting the Cafes,
wherein the Houle of Cenmunons are a Court of Judi-
catuie {ro which, trom the Nature of their Office, a
ceercive Power muft belong 3, and excepting fuch Con-
tempts as immediately intesrupt their Procesdings,
they have no 'egal Autrority to imprifon any Man for
any fuppofed Violation of Privilzpe whatfoever.™ It is
not pretendzd that Privilege, as now claimed, has ever
been detin=dd 01 confirmea by Statute; neither can it be
faid, with any Cclome of Truth, to Le a Partof the
commen Law ot England, which had grown into Pre.
faipiion, long before we knew any Thig ot the Ex-
ittence ot a Houfe of Commiens,  As for the Law of
Paiiiument, it is only another N.ome for the Piivi'ece
in Queltion; and fince the Power of creating new Pii.
vileges has beea termaily ren unced by both Houfes,
firce there is no Code in which we can (tudy the Law
of Parlizment, we have but or.e Way left to make cur-
feives acquainted with it that is, to con:pare the Na-
ture of the Irttitution of a Moule of Cciminons with
the Fote upen Recosd.  To eltablith a Claim of Privi-
lese i1 either Houle, and to diflinguifh original Right
from an Utwipstion, it inuft appear that it s indifjpen-
fably n+c-ffary for the Performance of the Duty they
are empioved in, and alfo that it has been unitormly
a‘owed. From the firft Part of this Defcription it fol-
lows clearly, that whatever Privilege does cf Right be.

“long to the prefent Houfe of Commons, did equally ~

belong to the firlt Affembly of their Predecefiors, was
as ccmpletely velted in them, and might have been ex-
ercifed in the fame Ex:ent.  Fiom the fecond we muft
infer, that Piivileges, which, for feveral Centuries,
were not only neve: allowed, but never even claimed
by the Houfe of Ccmmons, muft be founded upon
VUlurpations  The conftitutional Duties of a Houle of
Comons are not very comp'icated nor myfterious.
They are to piop. fe or afient to wholefome Laws for
the Benefit «f the Nation, They are to grart the ne-
ceflary Aids to the King, petition for the Redrefs of
Grievances, and profecute Treafon or high Crimes
apaindt the State. It unlimited Privilege be neceflary
to the Performance of thete Duties, we have Reafon
to conclude, that for many Centuiies after the Ingtitu-
tion of the Houfe of Commons, they were never per-
“formed. 1 ain not bound to prove a Negzative, but [
appeal to the Englith Hiftory when I afirm, that with
the Excepricns a.ready ftated (w hich yet I might fafely
relinquifh) there is no Precedent, ficm the Year 12635
to the Death of Queen Elizabeth, of the Houle of Con-
mens_having impiifored airy Man (not a Member of
their Houlc) for Contempt or Bieach of Privilege. In
the moft flagrant Cafes, and when their acknowledged
Privileges were me it grofsly violated, the poor Commens,
as they then tiled theinfelves, never took the Power of
Punifiment into their own Hands. They cither fought
Rediels by-Petition to the King, or, what is more re.-
markable, applied for Juftice to the Houfe of Lords;

-=-+—and, when Satisfaétion was denied them er “ll'lytd;'":

their only Remedy was to refufe proceeding upon the
King's Bufinefs. So little Conception had our Ancef.
tors of the monftrous Po@rines »ow maintamed cone

el Nfirtiun, hurwe—can prevent thefr care” “to-a-fimgle rx fiteRcltrietion;-t
Ting cver—thes 511r:.1d the Scraive of HieBnemy. .~ Tapsted upon Thtee [occeflive Pasliaménts'®; 'was ne-.
7 It wait be Did, that I begin with endeavouring tode-

cerainy Piivilege, that, in the Reign of Elizabeth,
even Liberty of tpeech, the vital Principle of a delibera-
tive: AfeintiywasreltraiRed byt Neen-Authority:

‘ﬁfv’c"dﬁNo;‘:iwd- thisKeitrietinn;-though-

vei, once difputed by the Houfe of Commons:

1 know there are many Piecedents of arbitrary Com-
mitments for Contempt ; but befides that they are of
too modern a Date to warrant a Prefumption that fuch
a Power was originaliy velted in the Houfe of Com-
mong, Fatt alone dces not conftitute Right, It it dces,
general Warrants were lawful.  An Ordinance of the
‘I'wo Houles has a Foice equal to Law ; and the crimi-
na! Ju:ifdi¢tion affumed by the Commnens in 1621, in
the Cafe of Edward Llovd, is a good Precedent, to
warrant the like Proceedings 2gaintt any Man, who
fhail unadvifedly mention the Folly of a King, or the
Ambiticn of a Princets. The Truth is, Sir, that the
greateit ard mott exceptionable Part of the Privileges
now contended for, were introduced and afferted by a
Houfe of Commons, which aboiifhed both Menaichy
and Peerage, and whcle Proceedings, although they
ended in Ore gloricus Act of fubttannal Juliice, could
no Way be reconciled to the Forn.e ot Conftitution.
Tieir Succeflers prefited by the Example, and con-
firmed their Power by making a mcderate or a popular
Ule ot it. Thus it grew by Degrees, from a notorious
Innovation at one Pericd, to be tacitly admitted as the
Piivilege of Parliament at another.,

It bowever it could bz proved, from Confiderations
of Necadity cr Conventerce, that an unlimited Power
of Ccmmitment ought to e intiulted to the Houfe of
Commens, and thar in Faét they hLave exercifid it
wittout Oppcfition, 11, in Contemplation of Law,
the Prefuiapiion is rongly agairt them. It is a lead-
ing Maxim ot the La«s ot England (and without it all
Laws are nugatory) that there is no Kight without a
Remedy, nor any leqal Power without alegal Courte
to carry it into Effect. Let the Power, now in Quel-
tion, be tiied by this Rule. The Speaker iflues his
Warrant of Attachment. The Party attacled either
refilts Force with Force, or appeals to a Mlagift,ate,
who declares the Warrant illegal, and difchargss the
Prifoner. Does the Law provide no legal Means f r
intorcing a legal Warrant? Is there no regular Pro-
ceeding pointed cut in our Law Bocks, to afizit and

vindicate the Authdrity of fo high a Court as the Houfe

ot Cemmone? Tle Queltion is anfwered diretly by
the Fact.  Ther uniawful Commands are refitted, and
they have no Remn.dy., Thke Impiiionment of their
own Mcinbers is Revenge indeed, but it is no Affer-
tion of the Piivilege they contend tor. Their whele
Prcceeding ftops, and there they ftand, afiamed to re-
trear, and unable to adyvance.  Sir, thefe ignorant Men
fhould be infcrmed, that the Execution of the Lawse of
England is not left in this uncertain detencelefs Condi-
ticn. If t e Procels of the Courts of Weftminiter.hail
be refitted, they have a direét Courf:, fuflicient to in-
force Submiflion. The Court of King's Bench com-
mands the Sheriff to raife the Pgje Cemitatus, The
Courts of Chancery and Exchequer iffue a 7t ¢f Re-
&ellion, whick mult allo be fupported, if neceflary, by
the Power of tiie County. To whem will our honeit
Reprefentatives direét their Writ of Rebellion ? The
Guards, I doubt not, are wiliing enough to he em-
pioyed ; but they know nothing of the Dottrine of
Whiits, and may think it neceflary to wait for a Letter
from Loid Barrington,

It may now be objeéted to me, that my Arguments
prove too much ; for that certainly there may be In.
#ances of Contempt and Infult to the Houfe of Com-
mons, which do not fall within my own Exceptions,
yet, in regard to the Dignity of the Houfe, ought not
to pafs unpunifhed. Be it fo. The Courts of crimi-
nal Jurifdition are open to Profecutions, which the
Attorney.General may commence by Intormation or
Indi¢tment. A Libel, tending to afperfe or viilify the
Houfe of Commons, or any of their Members, may be
as tevere'y punifhed in the Court of King's Bench, as
a Libel upon the King. Mr. de Grey thought fo,
when he drew up the Information upon my Letter to
his Majefty, or be had no Meaning, in charging it to
be a fcandalous Libel upon the Houfe of Commons.
In my Opinion, they would confuit their real Dignity
much better, by appealing to the Laws when they are
olfended, than by violating the futt Principle of natu-

ral Juftice, which forbids us to be Judges, when we -

are Parties to the Caufe. 4
I do not mean to purfue them through the Remain-
der of their Proceedings. In their fift Refolutions, it
is pofible, they might have been deceived by ill confi.
dered Precedents, For the reft there is no Colour of
Palliation or Excufe. They have advifed the King to
refume a Power of difpenfing with the Laws by royal
Proclamation § and Kings, we fee, are ready enough
to follow fuch Advice, "By mere Violence, and with-
out the Shadow of Right, they have expunged the Re-
cord of a judicial Proceeding.” Nothing remained, but
to attribute to their own Vote a Power of ftoppirg the
whole Diftribution of criminal and civil Juftice.
The publick Virtues of the chief Magiftrate have
long fince ceafed to be in Queftion, But it is faid that
he has private good Qualities, and I myfelf have been
ready to acknowledge them. They are now brought
to the Teft. If he loves his People, he will diffolve a
Pailiament, which they never can confide in or refpedt,
It he has any Regaid for his own Honour, he will dif-
dain to be any longer conneéted with fuch abandoned
Proftitution. But if it were conceivable, that a King
of this Country had loft all'Senfe of perfonal Honour,
and all Concern for the Welfare of k\: Subjeéts, I con-
fefs, Sir, 1 thould be contented to renounce the Forms
of the Conftitution once more, if there were no other
Way to obtain fubttantial Juftice for the People.
JUNIUS,

WILLIAMSBURG, Funeao,
—By-a Géntleman from-North Carolina we' have a
Confirmation of the Regulators difperfing, after. the
late Engagement, and of moft-of thofe who were jn it

¢ Inthe Years 1393=1597—ard 1601.

having taken the Oaths to Government,
that Col. Waddell, with his Detach
- Governar: Tryon -whoy fome-Timehey
gﬁﬁlt?ll’adfﬁ’e’g’?ﬁﬂﬁs-“l@rar‘drtbr'sm(b"uqf et
ing Adrice, thata licge Body of Reguistary
not been ‘out befure, were affembled jn !ha' 5
bourhoods and inténded giving him Baggle, 8
In the late Fiefli, Two Lads and an old'N
man, being at work on Saunders's Ilang on |
River, were, by the fudden Rife of the “;“njnt:
fined there from Saturday untif'ruefday at 1o ¢
without Suftenance of any Kind, They gl
fort to crofs to Weltham in a Canoe, byt wer
in fhallow Water; ugon which the Lads tieg gy,
to a Tree, and the old Woman fat on iu;«h"
hugging the Tree the whole Time. By the M o
the Canoe, and conftant rubbing cf the olg w“cn
Ficth againft the ‘Tree, the Bark was quit 5y
through. The Lads faved:ghemfelves, by cim
a Sapiing not thicker th‘ Man's Leg, where i
remained the whole Time f™and it every n::w ar-de ;
by the Rapidity of the Curreat, bent fo a¢ to ly tL"
almott under Water. The Reafun they chafe .L?
ling was, the great Deltruétion they obferved o
the large Tiees. i
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A melancholy Accident happened here op ¢
NFght I=tt; My, Raiph Dobintun, cfficiating (e
the Prerogative Office under Mr. Faliette, weny ;-:-l
Cool ot the Evening, in Compuiny wih Two o).
Perfons, to fwim in a Pend of tl.s Puace, fitvace ;l,;
the lce-Houfe, and was there untortunately Aioarc
It appears that One of the Company (who was sy m‘jl
Swiunmer) when in the Water caiicd for Aﬂ”:hev;:.,
on which the Deceafed immediately plungsd iy 1 bil
Reliet, but his Humanity cot him his Life, o
ter fome Confliéts between him and the Perfon he“’;.m:
to relieve, the latter got fafe on Shore, but the fariyer
funk and was feen no mose. It is to be lamenteq x;':g
thofe who went with him to the Water, and fv 3{1
thus finking, did not remain on the Spot, to int'mv-‘
Number ot Gentlemen, who had immediately 27en.
bied, with the Place where he vifappeared ; £,
a vain Eifort to find the Body by Boats and P, .
for aimoit Two Hours in the Midit of the Pend)tie
Scine ‘at laft difcovered him in a diffcrent Piace, s
near the Shere.  All Experiments of bleeding, rlig,
and rubling with Salt, were tried without £i1,

The Deceated was a Stranger to, and had 1efel
but Four Years in, this Piace. He was, by fuady
Papers extant, cf good Extraction, but Lis Fasiy 4
not certainly known. He was, wien in Lite, 1.: 4
many good Qualities and atfable Dermeanor, geuem
eiteem=d by aid who knew hin, and his untime.y Dah
is umiverfally lamented.

Tcbe let for a Term of Years by the Subjeriter, in Die
¢‘cfier County, Mary.end,

Merchant Mill on Hunting-Creek, in gl

Repair, with Two Water-\Wneels, Oae ¢
ries a Pair ot Freach Burs, doubl: geered, ho "
and bolting Materials in goad Order, with fererd
other Buildings at faid Mill. Alfo, fundry Faz
near the faid Mill, with and without slaves, &:|
would be leafed : And in the Town of Camhifs
Dwelling-Houfes with other Improvements fuitib:
for Tradefmen, where fuch, if {iber and indufr
ous, would meet with good Encouragement.

As I purpolc leaving the Province next Sprisg, |
would difpofe of a Sea Sloop, that will carry abeu:
3000 Buthels of Grain, well-calculared for the i /-
Irdia Trade, fails well, about Two Years cid, and
fheathed. Alfo, a fmall Bay Schooner, carits a-
bout 1100 Buthels; and fome other finailer Craft.
As the Situation at the Mill is very convenien
Store, having Water Carriage to the Miil Tail, :nd
a much frequented publick Road leading by it, it
good Wheat and Corn Couniry, any Pefeair-
clining to farm the Mill, that would keep a Stercf
wet and dry Goods, I think would find his Advi
tage in purchafing one or other of faid Veffeis. f
which aay reifonable Time would be given for Pay-
mé.nt,d on paying Intereft and giving Security, if1e-

uired.
: N. B. Land Carriage to Delaware Landings ¢
not exceed 36 Miles from the Mill, and Water G-
riage about 80 Milcs to Baltimare-Teavn. E
(2m) JAMES MURRAY.

Jupt imperted, in the Polly, Cape. John Keltye, fes
London, and ¢ ée fold by the Subferiber, in (.l:urt}-
Street, Annapolis, Hholefale and Retaily 11
moft reafonable Terms, ;

Large and neat Affortment of Eurspess &

A India Goods, fuitable to the different Seal=:

THOMAS SASSAWAY, jie:

A confiderable Difference will be made to tbc¥

who pay ready Cath.

*.* Imported likewife in faid Ship, and tok
fold for Cath, Bills of Exchange, or thort Crect
an unopened and well afforted Cargo of [m;u;
and India Goods, amounting to about 1400l (¢

and Ch . :
argcs T. G.— ]:ﬂ:

(tf)
Fidy 1, 1770
LL Perfons having any Claims agaiat b
A Eftate of Mordecai Jacob, late of Prince Gergt!
County, deceafed, are defired to bring them X
legally proved, as they may be adjufted, and i
thofe indebted to the faid Eitate arc*defired to p21-
s EMIMA k&(.’.OB.‘ 5 '
(1w) ENJAMIN JACOB, & p Exccutr
" MORDECAI JACOB.
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